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SUBJ: AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR'S VISIT TO DAMASCUS 

1. SUMMARY: 

AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR VISITED SYRIA MAY 4-6 WITH LOW- 
LEVEL DELEGATION. KREISKY ACCORDED SOLICITOUS TREAT- 
MENT INCLUDING THREE-HOUR TETE A TETE WITH AL-ASSAD AND MEETING 
WITH ARAFAT AND QADDUMI. SYRIANS INTERESTED IN HIS PERCEPTIONS 
OP EPPECTS CURRENT ISRAELI INTERNAL POLITICS ON ISRAELI 
POREIGN POLICY. BILATERAL QUESTIONS SEEMED TO HAVE RECEIVED ONLY 
PERPUNCTORY TREATMENT. FINAL COMMUNIQUE, ALTER BRIBE BUT 
INTENSE WRANGLE, CONTAINED COMPROMISE LANGUAGE ON ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL -FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORY AND PLO/PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOFP BRIEFED BY AUSTRIAN EMBOFE ON VISIT CHANCELLOR 
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BRUNO KREISKY MADE TO DAMASCUS MAY 4-6. KREISKY INVITED 
BY SYRIA TO VISIT AT THIS TIME TO RETURN PREVIOUS VISIT PORMER 
SYRIAN PRIMIN AYYUBI MADE TO AUSTRIA. INVITATION HAD BEEN 
ISSUED SOME TIME AGO, AND SYRIANS URGED AUSTRIANS IN LATE 
PEBRUARY TO SCHEDULE VISIT POR THIS TIME. ACCOMPANYING 
CHANCELLOR WERE DIRECTOR GENERAL OP NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES, 
GENERAL MANAGER OP DEPENSE INDUSTRIES AND PRESS DELEGATION. 
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3. AUSTRIAN CLAIMED CHANCELLOR HAD BEEN EXTREMELY PLEASED 
WITH RECEPTION SYRIANS ACCORDED HIM. HE WAS ESCORTED ON 
MANY OF HIS CALLS BY PRIMIN KHULAYFAWI AND LARGE NUMBER OF 
SYRIAN MINISTERS PARTICIPATED IN VARIOUS ASPECTS OF VISIT. 

BESIDES SEVERAL MEETINGS WITH KHULAYEAWI, CHANCELLOR WAS 
GIVEN LUNCHEON BY PRESIDENT AL-ASSAD MAY 5 AETER 

WHICH THEY ADJOURNED FOR THREE HOUR TETE A TETE. AT REQUEST 
OF PLO REP TO UNIDO, WHO FLEW ON SAME PLANE AS KREISKY, 

AND ENDORSEMENT FROM HIS SYRIAN HOSTS, KREISKY MET WITH 
ARAFAT, QADDUMI AND ABU MAYZAR AS WELL AS PLO UNIDO REP 
GHAZI HUSSEIN. 

4. TALKS BASICALLY POLITICAL AND EOCUSED ON EEFORTS FOR ME 
SETTLEMENT. SYRIANS SOUGHT KREISKY'S 

INSIGHTS INTO ISRAELI POLITICS BASED UPON HIS KNOWLEDGE 
OF ISRAEL'S LEADERS AND HIS ATTENDANCE AT ISRAELI ALIGHMENT 
CONVENTION. KREISKY TOLD EMBOFF STAFF THAT HE DID NOT 
SEE PERES AS ANY LESS REASONABLE A MAN THAN RABIN AND EX- 
PECTED LITTLE CHANGE IN ISRAELI POSITIONS AS RESULT OF RABIN'S 
RESIGNATION EXCEPT POSSIBLY FOR THE BETTER SINCE HE REGARDS 
PERES AS MORE IMAGINATIVE. 

5. SYRIAN AND AUSTRIAN SIDES EVENING MAY 5 BROKE 

DOWN INTO POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND DEFENSE GROUPS TO DISCUSS 
BILATERAL QUESTIONS. AUSTRIANS EXPLAINED THEY UNABLE TO 
SUPPLY ANY TYPE OE WEAPONRY AND COULD ONLY SELL NON- 
LETHAL EQUIPMENT. POSSIBLE AUSTRIAN ASSISTANCE TO SYRIAN 
AGRICULTURE WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. ON MORNING MAY 5, 
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ESCORTED BY KHULAYFAWI AND DEPPRIMIN SHAYYA, 

KREISKY FLEW TO EUPHRATES DAM IN WHICH HE WAS INTERESTED 
GIVEN AUSTRIA'S HEAVY RELIANCE ON HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER. 

6. NEAR END OF VISIT, BOTH SIDES AGREED ON DESIRABILITY 
ISSUING FINAL COMMUNIQUE BUT RAN INTO DIEFICULTIES IN 
DRAFTING LANGUAGE PERTAINING TO QUESTIONS OF ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL EROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND PALESTINIAN/PLO 
REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA. ACCORDING TO AUSTRIAN EMBOFF, 
SYRIANS WANTED REFERENCE TO NECESSITY OE ISRAEL'S 
WITHDRAWING FROM "ALL OCCUPIED TERRITORY " WHILE THE AUSTRIANS 
WOULD NOT GO BEYOND TEXT OF RES. 242. SINCE NEITHER SIDE 

COULD ACCEPT THE OTHER'S LANGUAGE, THEY AGREED MERELY TO 
CALL FOR "THE NECESSITY OF ESTABLISHING A JUST AND PERMANENT 
PEACE ON THE BASIS OF ALL U.N. RESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO 
THE MIDDLE EAST." MOREOVER, SYRIANS WANTED MENTION OF 
NECESSITY FOR PLO REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA, WHEREAS 
AUSTRIANS WISHED GO NO FURTHER THAN EXPRESSION THAT THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE SHOULD BE REPRESENTED AT GENEVA. 
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COMPROMISE LANGUAGE IN FINAL COMMUNIQUE CALLED FOR NECESSITY 
OE ALL CONCERNED PARTIES TO BE REPRESENTED AT GENEVA. 

EARLIER PORTIONS OP COMMUNIQUE WERE GENERAL AND NOTED GOOD 
RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND DESIRE TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS IN VARIOUS SPHERES INCLUDING ECONOMIC, 
CULTURAL, TECHNICAL, AND SCIENTIPIC. 

7. COMMENT: 

NO OTHER AUSTRIANS WERE PRESENT DURING KREISKY'S THREE 
HOUR PRIVATE MEETING WITH AL-ASSAD, AND AUSTRIAN EMBOFP 
WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE DETAILS. EMBASSY VIENNA MAY BE 
ABLE TO PROVIDE PURTHER INPO. 

PELLETREAU 
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